♪ Theme music

I grew up in Tasmania,

and there was always a time

when it was raining and drizzling,

that you were locked inside

and you had to do something.

So I'd read comics and Mad magazines,

and those sorts of things,

and do drawings and sketches

and cartoons and silly little books.

As I grew up, I started to get into

things like The New Yorker and...

But I was also very interested

in comedy generally.

Woody Allen and a lot of those guys,

who looked at society,

and saw the ridiculousness

of what people were doing,

and then would make art from that.

And also, I think, cartoons

are a bit like stand-up comedy.

We have these jokes. It's just a way

of getting them out into the world.

It's really hard to come up

with funny jokes.

I have to be really alert to it

and on top of it.

Some days I have a deadline looming,

and it's... I just... I'm not funny,

I don't feel funny.

There's nothing funny in the world.

It's really depressing.

I think with my cartoon overheard,

it's very hard to observe people,

and to secretly draw them,

or take a photo of them.

I love just the random stuff

that people say and do

as they're walking round

the streets of Melbourne.

You don't even have to think up

funny jokes. That's already there.

Drawn From Life is a free newspaper

of cartoons and drawings

by some of Australia's best cartoonists.

It's looking behind the normal facade

of who these cartoonists are,

and looking at what they're really like,

and having them do a mini-autobiography,

I guess, of that -

how they draw, perhaps,

how they make their own coffee,

or a hobby they have.

Drawn From Life will be free

and distributed through Melbourne.

When people wake up and go to their

train station in the morning for work,

they'll get handed

one of these editions.

My image of everyone sitting on a train

in the morning...

you know, normally grumpy,

but hopefully having a bit of a chuckle

with Drawn From Life

is kind of one of my goals.

