♪ Theme music

MAN 1: An explosion

not in space and time,

but an explosion of space and time.

MAN 2: People live in this world

with a lot of confusion,

and they want that confusion resolved

in a simple and elegant package.

KAMAHL: I invoke all that blasts

and bursts and rattles,

Void Love, reveal yourself.

Aphids is a cultural organisation,

with a focus on working

across art forms and across borders.

We make projects that sit at the nexus

of contemporary performance,

and music, technology,

and sight of specific practice.

Aphids is inspired by a research-based

approach to making artwork.

We most recently developed

the Void Love Project

through the residency at the department

of Astrophysics and Supercomputing

at Swinburne University of Technology.

MAN: It's also one of the most

misleading terms in all of astronomy

because it brings...

WILLOH: We were inspired by

and wanted to connect an audience with

the drama of the work

that the astrophysicists are doing,

in that they're really at the forefront

of science and innovation.

We recorded interviews of them,

unveiling their passions for

their research and the universe itself,

and then we edited

that audio documentary

into the episodes that became Void Love.

CHRISTOPHER: What I really enjoyed

in Void Love

is the astronomers had a chance

to talk for themselves

about some of the things that they find

confronting and confusing

about the theories

that they deal with every day.

WOMAN: Dark matter. That's something

people don't really know what it is.

Working with artists gives us the

opportunity to ask some of the questions

that as scientists, we perhaps aren't

as capable or as willing to ask.

WOMAN: I don't know. Personally,

I've no reason to believe this.

This is not scientific.

This is just, kind of my own...

I don't know, like, whether dark energy

makes any sense.

We had so much documentary

that was so varied,

and I realised that I needed

a soap opera narrator.

I came across a picture of Kamahl in a

white suit with a big rose in his lapel,

and I knew it was perfect.

KAMAHL: I'll be honest,

there might not be any hope.

We chose the soap opera narrative

as a way

to encase

the astrophysicists' information

because it is so populist

and common to everyone.

Aphids, with their projects,

always tries to present it

across as many platforms as possible,

so that it can be accessed

by a diverse range of people.

To launch the project,

we wanted to have a concert.

They sung everything from the original

songs from the Void Love soundtrack,

as well as a lot of beautiful cheese

for the occasion.

♪ Calypso music

♪ Love is in the air

Everywhere I look around

♪ Love is in the air

Every side of the town. ♪

It was the best out-of-earth experience

I've ever had.

I'm always most happy when there's

nothing else like what you've made,

working with really

diverse collaborators,

from people in their 70s to scientists,

to people working in new technologies,

and creating work that I think is

cutting edge but also very accessible.

And above all, I think fun.

♪ Love is in the air. ♪

Yeah!

